REMINISCENCES

laws; it made no affectation of being in any sense
worse than its respectable neighbours. I have called it
the Fitzroy Square Bohemia, because Fitzroy Square
and the surrounding region became its home, for the
reason that Fitzroy Square and that quarter were then
the home of many painters and sculptors, authors and
actors, journalists and politicians. It had no rules, no
organisation, no name; it never thought of calling itself
a Bohemia, or calling itself anything else; and it is
only of late years, and looking back upon it from a
considerable distance of time, that I have come to see
how truly it was an artistic Bohemia, in the best sense
of the word. It was an undefined association con-
structed out of the chance companionship of many men
and women professionally engaged in art, or letters, or
politics; men and women, most of them young, most of
them beginners, all enthusiasts in their several ways,
and guided by the kindly, friendly leadership of men
whom fame or fortune, or both fame and fortune, had
found out, and who were willing to give their younger
companions all the benefit of their sympathy, their
encouragement, and their influence. The one essen-
tially Bohemian characteristic of that particular Bo-
hemia was the fact that it did not seek after the world
of society, although it made welcome any comers from
society who sought its companionship, who had brains
and education enough to be able to appreciate it, and
who did not put on any airs of patronage when they
came within its sphere. The Fitzroy Square Bohemia,
as I have taken the liberty of calling it, has dispersed
long ago; some of its leading members are dead, most
of those who survive have migrated westward, some of
those who were then youngsters have since become
oldsters and are enjoying distinction in their various
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